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THE Timbalan Yang di-Pertuan
Agong, Sultan Mizan Zainal Abidin
ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Mahmud Al-
Muktafi Billah Shah is the youngest
among the reigning state rulers.

The 40-year-old Sultan of Tereng-
ganu was re-elected to the post of
deputy King last December by the
Conference of Malay Rulers.

Sultan Mizan was first picked as
the Deputy Yang di-Pertuan Agong,
when Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz
Shah was elected King in April 1999.

Sultan Mizan was proclaimed the
16th Sultan of Terengganu on May
15, 1998, a day after the death of his
father Al-Marhum Sultan Mahmud.

His Majesty, who was born on Jan
22, 1962 in Kuala Terengganu, recei-
ved his early education at Sekolah
Rendah Sultan Sulaiman and later at
Sekolah Menengah Sultan Sulaiman.

The second child in a family of

seven siblings, then furthered his
studies at Geelong Grammar School
in Melbourne, Australia in 1979.

In 1981, he served as an assistant
land revenue collector for a year
with the Kuala Terengganu Land
Office before leaving for the Royal
Military Academy in Sandhurst,
England.

After completing his training as a
cadet officer in 1983, he returned to
serve in the Royal Calvary Corps as
an Honorary Lieutenant.

In 1988, after obtaining a Bache-
lor of Arts degree in International
Relations from the US International
University-Europe in London, he
became an administrative officer at
the Terengganu State Economic
Planning Unit.

On June 1, 1991, he was appointed
president of the Terengganu Is-
lamic Religious and Malay Customs

Council and held the post until 1995.
Sultan Mizan, whose interests in-

clude football, polo and golf, also
loves to scuba dive, especially at
Pulau Redang.

His Majesty married Cik Puan
Seri Rozita Adil Bakeri in 1996 in
Kuala Terengganu. 

She was later accorded the title

Permaisuri Nur Zahirah on July 12,
1998 after Sultan Mizan was pro-
claimed Sultan.

Permaisuri Nur Zahirah, who was
born on December 7, 1973, received
her early education at Sekolah
Rendah Jenis Kebangsaan St.
Nicholas Convent and Sekolah
Menengah St Nicholas Convent,

both in Alor Star, Kedah.
The royal couple has four chil-

dren – Tengku Nadhirah Zahrah,
who was born in Dec 18, 1996;
Tengku Muhammad Ismail, who
was born on March 1, 1998, Tengku
Muhammad Mua’az, who was born
on Dec 22, 2000, and a baby girl who
was born last Friday.

Sultan Mizan and Permaisuri Nur Zahirah, who were married in 1996, have four children.
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